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the sgth of June had dwindled to a quarter of
that number within three weeks.
Nor was it only in the behaviour of the army
that the reforming leaders were disappointed.
They had been in communication with Elizabeth
of England, and had proposed a marriage be-
tween her and Arran-, the next in succession after
Mary Queen of Scots. If Elizabeth married
Arran, the insurgents proposed to place him on
the throne in place of Mary and banish the regent.
England was alive to the danger of the union of
the French and Scotch crowns, but Elizabeth
could not make up her mind what course to
pursue. Marriage with Arran was a distasteful
project, but she would not definitely dismiss it.
The Protestants urged her to decide quickly, and
in any case to support them with money. Eliza-
beth, however, was miserly in doling out sums to
the rebels, and the Protestants found themselves
in Edinburgh with practically no resources. The
minting irons, with which they could have put
their own money into circulation, were never
used. The Protestants vehemently claimed that
they were not in rebellion against the crown, and
they would not prejudice their position by issuing
their own money.
Mary of Guise had meanwhile been strengthen-
ing her army at Dunbar by bribing Scots nobles
to desert from the Protestants, and on the 23rd
of July she sent her trodps, under d'Oysel, against